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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
ART OF PEACE CHARITABLE TRUST TO CREATE 30-FOOT PEACE MONUMENT FROM 

MELTED WEAPONS COLLECTED WORLDWIDE 
 

Non-Profit Partners with International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA) 
 
NEW YORK, New York, September 1, 2008 - The Art of Peace Charitable Trust (AOPCT) announced 

today plans to create the New York Angel of Peace Monument, a 30 by 32-foot sculpture for the City of 

New York, from melted weapons collected worldwide. AOPCT partnered with the International Action 

Network on Small Arms (IANSA) in an effort to achieve world peace through the permanent destruction 

of war artillery. AOPCT is set to kick off its worldwide initiative on September 11, 2008 at the United 

Nations.  

The New York Peace Angel of Peace Monument, designed by renowned artist Lin Evola Smidt, will be 

mounted on a base called, "The Conversation" which includes thirty portrait sculptures of individuals 

who have done "extreme good" for humanity. The monument, which will be one of the most expensive 

sculptures ever created, will be unveiled upon its completion in 2012 and donated to the City of New 

York.  

 “The losses suffered on September 11, 2001 endure in each of us a void that will never be filled. Yet 

even in our sorrow, we can also find reason for hope. On 9/11 we recognize the incredible courage of 

our City’s heroes. I believe they would want is to do as they did and look beyond ourselves. We can do 

that by creating a community of hope and prosperity for future generations. The New York Angel of 

Peace Monument will be an important part of the process,” added Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
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Evola Smidt is best known for her New York Renaissance Peace Angel, a thirteen-foot sculpture 

ensconced in the World Trade Center recovery area following September 11, 2001. “My husband  

Daniel and I were exposed to the toxins from this event and he passed away. Since his death, I’ve 

committed my life to world peace and believe anyone can make a difference. It takes will and courage to 

make change happen,” Evola Smidt stated.  

The United Nations Department of Disarmament in New York and Geneva, Switzerland endorse Evola 

Smidt and AOPCT’s efforts. They are also lauded by Archbishop Desmund Tutu, former Mayor 

Rudolph Giuliani and former President Clinton, as well as by Commissioner Raymond Kelly NYPD and 

Sheriff Lee Baca LASD. Besides the New York Peace Angel Monument, Lin Evola has been asked to 

create Peace Monuments for: Los Angeles, California; Johannesburg, South Africa; Sarajevo, 

Bosnia/Herzegovina; and for Jerusalem, Israel.  

The fundraiser will take place at the United Nations, Delegates Dining Room, on Thursday, September 

11, 2008. For ticket information please visit www.theartofpeacecharitabletrust.org 
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September 30, 2008 
 
Bombs Into Angels: Sculptor Melts Weapons to Make Art, Peace  

By Patrick Cole 

 

Sept. 30 (Bloomberg) -- Sculptor Lin Evola-Smidt has a new take on Isaiah: Instead of 
swords into plowshares, she collects firearms, bombs and missile casings, melts them 
down and turns them into angels.  

Her Peace Angels Project converted weapons to 3-foot-tall artworks and has earned the 
Chicago native exhibitions at museums and galleries in the U.S. Cities including New 
York, Los Angeles, Johannesburg and Sarajevo have asked her to make 30-foot-tall 
renderings of her angels.  

``We want to melt down weapons worldwide,'' Evola-Smidt said. ``What I love about my 
work is that it's a solid, actual peace process.''  

Evola-Smidt said she was inspired to make art from deadly weapons because hundreds of 
children were being killed in gun- related incidents in Los Angeles, where she lived in the 
1990s. ``My son was 8 years old at the time, and I just couldn't imagine losing him,'' she 
said.  

Evola-Smidt said the first 30-foot angel will cost as much as $20 million to produce, and 
she's helped form the Art of Peace Charitable Trust to fund the construction.  

(more) 
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The organization's supporters include billionaire John Catsimatidis, chairman and chief 
executive officer of the Gristede's Foods Inc. grocery-store chain, and George Kalergios, 
president of Tres Construction LLC in New York.  

The trust, which held its first fundraiser at the United Nations headquarters in New York 
on Sept. 11, raised more than $75,000, according to Nadine Shelby Schramm, its 
treasurer and a board member.  

Cluster Bombs  

Evola-Smidt said she gets the weapons used in her artwork through direct appeals to 
police and government officials. She's obtained firearms from the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department and is seeking guns from the New York Police Department, cluster 
bombs from Belfast, semiautomatic weapons from Jerusalem and land mines from Iraq.  

``I kept hearing how nations wanted to melt down weapons, so I went to them,'' she said. 
``The hardest part was getting to the heads of state.''  

Once she gets decommissioned or confiscated weapons, she sends them to a foundry to 
be melted down. She creates a detailed mold for the angels, including ribbed wings and a 
serene face. Then she hires artisans to weld the sculpture's parts together.  

The Peace Trust plans to launch an international fundraising campaign to raise money for 
production and installation of the large-format New York angel, Evola-Smidt said.  

The organization has submitted a proposal to New York's parks and recreation 
department to place it in Dag Hammarskjold Plaza near the U.N., Schramm said.  

``Lin and all of us are calling all our friends and business associates for funding,'' said 
Schramm, 78, the owner of Budd Enterprises/Budd Leasing Ltd., a New York theatrical 
trucking services firm. ``Money is coming in already because everyone wants guns off 
the street. People don't want to have to worry about sending their children to school.''  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




